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Chapel-en-le-Frith C of E VC Primary School

Classroom and Outdoor Learning Environment Policy
We treat every area of the school as a learning environment. As such we place a very high value on developing and maintaining a high quality of furnishings, equipment and decoration throughout the school.

Principles and Aims of the Policy
We aim to create an environment where children are made to feel comfortable and secure in their school, where their work is valued, where the learning environment is tidy and well ordered with resources readily available. The safety and well being of the children is at the forefront of all staff’s decisions about the learning environment and learning activities.
The guiding principles behind this policy are:

· Children respond to their immediate environment. 

· We recognise that all areas of the school and the wider environment are a powerful tool for the promotion of learning. 

· We believe that a high quality and well-maintained learning environment leads to high quality learning. 

· If children and staff have respect for their environment, learning will become a pleasure.

Strategies

It is recognised that teachers will want to personalise their classrooms and learning environments to suit their own teaching style and the age and particular needs of their class. However, there are a number of agreed principles which are to be employed by all teachers across the school. The following table lists these, as well as a number of strategies which can be considered to be good practice. For the purposes of this policy, the learning environment is to include the shared activity areas immediately outside the classrooms.
	Whole School Practice
	Considered to be Good Practice

	Organisation:

· Class furniture is arranged to maximise the use of space, ensure safe movement of children and staff, is flexible and where appropriate supports children with SEN
· An area where a wide range of books are attractively displayed, accessible, and where children can read comfortably

· A carpet area whole class teacher input (as and when required for Years 5 and 6)
Displays
· All displays must be carefully mounted, attractive, well-maintained
· A visual timetable for children as required

· Group layered targets

· WALT/Learning Objective    (can be on a whiteboard)
· WILF

· Prompts to assist learning, including:

· VCOP
· Number line
· Key questions

· Displays valuing children’s work

· Incentive scheme/rewards

Displays of children’s work must be updated at least 3 x year
Resources
· All resources are clearly labelled and easily accessible, promoting independence

· Resources are always of good quality and are tidy

· There is always ready access to a computer

· Outdoor learning area and equipment (Early Years only)
	Displays

· Good behaviour incentives (traffic lights, sun & cloud) and posters of positive behaviours desired
· Table top displays
· Voice scale

· Prompts to assist learning:

· Number squares

· Multiplication squares


Roles and Responsibilities

All members of the teaching staff are expected to be familiar with this policy and apply it consistently.

Monitoring: This policy will be monitored by the senior leadership team and/or the TLR teams periodically throughout the year. Feedback and support will be provided to staff.

This policy will be reviewed every 3 years by the governing body.
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